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Cultural Periods in Time and Space

Background

A common problem with multi-level poly-hierarchical thesauri of Cultural Period names is representing periods which have had different geographical coverages over time. This problem is magnified when international or inter-organisational data exchange takes place because the same cultural period may have different definitions in different organisations and different temporal coverages in different geographies.

A European example of this is the cultural period “Roman”. This term has very different temporal coverages in England, Scotland, France and Italy. This would make a significant difference if queries for trade partners of Italian Roman sites failed to understand that English data repositories could list some contemporary English sites as Iron Age.

Similar problems might occur where regional synonyms exist for the same period: for example German and British terminology for inter-glacials.

Proposal

The proposal is to develop a data model for storing the data necessary to provide inter-operability between regional and/or institutional cultural period thesauri. This would include the acquisition of sufficient test data to verify the data model is adequate and consider delivery mechanisms and data acquisition tools for the expansion and propagation of the resulting data set.

