
ReadMe file for EODEM XML-to-CSV
XSLT template file
This ZIP archive contains:

1. EODEM_XML2CSV__v1_2.xsl, an XSLT template that transforms an
EODEM-compliant LIDO XML file into a CSV file

2. EODEM_XML2CSV__sample_output__v1_2.csv, a copy of the output derived
when applying the template to our draft version 2.06 of our sample EODEM XML file
(available from
https://cidoc-data.org/shared-files/2524/EODEM_LIDO_sample_record__V02_06__N
G35.zip)

3. EODEM_XML2CSV__README.pdf, this file

The template is not intended as a working tool, and must not be used as such. It is meant to
provide a demonstration of the ways in which XSLT can be used to transform an EODEM
LIDO XML file into a structure closer to that employed by collections management systems.

Similarly, because XML is a nested data structure and can allow multiple values for particular
elements, whilst CSV is a flat file format, we do not recommend the use of the output CSV
(or any other) in EODEM data import tools: it should be easier, in the long run, to import
direct from the XML file.

Note that the only valid format for a true EODEM record is XML.

The output CSV file will by default be encoded in UTF-8: bear this in mind when opening it in
tools such as MS Excel (LibreOffice Calc imports the document more smoothly). Note that
EODEM treats all data values as text, whether they contain numeric values or not. There are
several areas where data repeats, and these have been treated differently, to give an idea of
how the problem of nested / repeating data might be addressed:

● For people / organizations, columns have been repeated
● For object measurements, columns have been repeated
● For object requirements, data has been concatenated using a |
● For multiple conceptIDs, data has been concatenated using a |
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